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frequently a hostile people. In such surroundings, in contact with
forces so dissolvent in their effect, it would be absurd to expect of
the slave any other deportment than that immoral kind of which he is
so commonly accused.

Eroticism, lust, and sexual depravity have come to be looked upon
as a defect in the African race; but what has been found to be the
case among the Negro peoples of Africa, as among primitive peoples
in general, as I have pointed out in a previous chapter, is a greater
moderation of the sexual appetite than exists among Europeans.
African Negro sexuality is one that stands in need of constant ex-
citation and sharp stimuli. Aphrodisiac dances. A phallic cult. Orgies.
Whereas in the case of civilized man the sexual appetite is ordinarily
excited without great provocation. Without effort. The vulgar idea
to the effect that the Negro race, more than others, is given to sexual
excesses is attributed by Ernest Crawley to the fact that the ex-
pansive temperament of Negroes and the orgiastic character of their
festivals create the illusion of an unbridled eroticism. A fact that "in-
dicates rather the contrary," demonstrating the need for them of an
"artificial excitement." Havelock Ellis places the Negro woman
among those who are cold rather than passionate: "indifferent to the
refinements of love." And like Ploss, Ellis lays emphasis on the fact
that the sexual organs among primitive peoples are "comparatively
undeveloped." 12S

It is generally said that the Negro corrupted the sexual life of Bra-
zilian society by precociously initiating the sons of the family into
physical love. But it was not the Negro woman who was responsible
for this; it was the woman slave. And what the African did not ac-
complish in this regard was accomplished by the Indian woman, like-*
wise enslaved. In his Life of Father Belchior de Pontes, Padre Manuel
Fonseca lays the responsibility for the easy seduction of colonial
children upon the Indian. And it was from a region that was almost
without a trace of Negro blood that the Bishop of Para wrote, in
the eighteenth century: "The wretched state of manners in this
country puts me in mind of the end that befell the five cities, and
makes me think that I am living in the suburbs of Gomorrah, very
close indeed, and in the vicinity of Sodom."129

It is, I may say once again, an absurdity to hold the Negro re-
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